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BAKER NEWS 
Living God’s will to love, welcome, and share Christ with all. 

From the Bishop 

Friends, 

When I was appointed to Baker Memorial Church just over a 
year ago, the Bishop sent me and all the transitioning pas-
tors with a letter of intent. The letter stated that we were to 
spend the first year in our new congregations getting to know 
our new church. I’ve done that. I have worked diligently to get 
to know the people and ministries of the church. This is, of 
course, an ongoing process. 

But now we are in the second year and the next step from the 
Bishop was to start to envision where the church was going. 
To work with the church to see where we want to be and who 
we want to be in the next five to ten (5-10) years. To start this 
process, I have been giving the leadership of the church 
questions to ponder. Now I am sharing some of them with 
you.  

What in our congregation’s life gives us the most reason for 
gratitude right now, and where do we see God actively at 
work among us? What practices, traditions, or assumptions 
are life-giving and worth carrying forward? What might we 
need to release so we can respond more faithfully to the 
people and community around us? What is one ministry area 
where we may need to experiment, adapt, or take a faithful 
risk in this season?  

I invite you to ponder these questions alongside the leader-
ship team of the church. Pray over them. Pray for the church 
and pray that God’s will be discerned as we move together 
into the future God has planned for us! 

Your Faithful Servant, 

Robyn  
 

 

Join Us in Worship 
Worship Service on 

Sunday mornings at 10:00am 

Live-stream Sunday worship 

through bakerchurch.org and 

YouTube at 

https://www.youtube.com/@eastau-

rorany-bakerchurch8572/streams 

*** 

Church Office Hours 

Mon, Wed, Thurs ~ 8am - 2pm 

Tues ~ 8am - 1pm 

Friday ~ CLOSED 

If you have a pastoral emergency out-

side of regular office hours and need to 

reach Pastor Robyn, you may call her 

at (315) 430-4262 

*** 

Connect With Us 

 345 Main St. 
East Aurora, NY  14052 

 (716) 652-0500 

 admin@bakerchurch.org 

 www.bakerchurch.org 

Pastor ~ Rev. Robyn Hays 
Admin Asst. ~ Tammy Carroll 

Music Director ~ Jeffrey Thompson 
Family Life Director ~ 

Judy Baumgartner 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@eastaurorany-bakerchurch8572/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@eastaurorany-bakerchurch8572/streams
mailto:admin@bakerchurch.org
mailto:admin@bakerchurch.org
http://www.bakerchurch.org/
http://www.bakerchurch.org/
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Pastoral Letter 
Dear Friends, 

School has been in session for a month. The 
leaves are beginning to turn. Football sea-
son is here (GO Bills!). Spooky yard art is ap-
pearing all around East Aurora. Pumpkin 
Spice has made its grand return to every-
thing. What happened? Where did the sum-
mer go? I feel like I turned around once and 
suddenly we are well into fall and looking 
forward to the coming of winter. 

Fall season is often a time of homecoming – 
of returning to familiar schedules and rou-
tines. I would invite you to make Baker Me-
morial a part of your regular routine. We are 
hosting events for children. There are Bible 
Study opportunities. Small groups use our 
building to check in with each other, knit to-
gether, and even to make crafts for the Fill-
more House. There are opportunities to 
serve our community through respite care, 
table 4 all, and our hearts and hands group. 
And, of course, we worship together on Sun-
day Morning.  

Is there someone who you miss seeing in 
church? Did you run into an old friend at the 
farmer’s market, or at Borderlands? I urge 
you to consider inviting them to come home 
to Baker. Invite them to come back for a visit 
and maybe stay awhile. We would all love to 
see them (and you!) again, or for the first 
time, and say, “Welcome Home!” 

Your Sibling in Christ, 

Robyn 
 
 

Worship in October 

Oct 04 Eighteenth Sunday after Pente-
cost / World Communion Sunday / Bells 
playing 

Scripture: Philippians 3:4b-14 
Message: Pressing On 

Oct 11 Nineteenth Sunday after Pente-
cost 
Scripture: Philippians 4:1-9 
Message: Rejoice 

Oct 18 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
/ Communion 
Scripture: Exodus 33:12-23 
Message: A Big Ask 

Oct 25  Twenty-First Sunday after Pente-
cost / Reformation Sunday 
Scripture: Matthew 22:34-46 
Message: The Law v. Legalism 

Notice: Our Charge Conference this year 
will be on November 21 at the Elma 
Church from 12:30 – 2:00pm.  

 

*** 

Prayer Changes Things 

To add your prayer requests to the Baker Prayer 

Chain, please email Sue McFeely at: 

smcfeely@live.com or call at 716-870-1972. 

*** 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
The Deadline for the November 2026 issue of 

Baker News is Monday, October 26. 

*** 

 

FISH of East Aurora 
The food items for October are:  

CAKE & BROWNIE MIXES 

Please leave your donations on the shelf at the 

SAME entrance to be delivered to FISH. 

mailto:smcfeely@live.com
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*** 

 
 

Our next "Table for All” will be on Thursday, Oc-

tober 15 from 6-6:45pm. Our menu this month is 

lasagna, salad, bread and lemon squares for des-

sert! Join us for food and fellowship! Please sign 

up to volunteer for set-up, cooking, serving and lots 

of other areas on the sign-up board in the Chapel. 

Invite your neighbors and friends!!! 

Contact Mary Ann Kopp if you have any questions. 

*** 

 
Coffee Hour 

Coffee & Fellowship hour prior to worship at 9am 

in the Chapel each Sunday unless there is a special 

event. Come join us!  

Also, join us immediately following worship for 

“Sunday Book Study” with Pastor Robyn. This will 

allow those who are teaching and leading Chil-

dren’s Church to be full participants in the group. 

The first book we will be reading is, The Christian 

as Minister: An Exploration into the Meaning of 

God’s Call.  

*** 

United Women in Faith  
(UWF) News 

UWF Executive Committee The next meeting is 

on Friday, October 2 at 9:30am in the Chapel.  

Interest Groups 

Hands & Hearts will meet on Monday, October 

12 at 6:30pm in the Chapel to prepare care pack-

ages for those from Baker who are in college and 

the military. If you have a name to add to our list, 

please advise a Hands & Hearts member or contact 

the office. 

Ladies Wednesday Bible Study will meet Octo-

ber 14 at 9:30am in the Chapel. Discussion is led 

by Pastor Robyn so please read and be ready to dis-

cuss Chapter 2, “Anna: She Knew How to Wait” in 

the book Strong Was Her Faith:  Women of the 

New Testament by J. Ellsworth Kalas. Be sure to 

bring your bibles. 

Apple Pie Preparation We will be slicing apples, 

preparing pie crusts, filling, wrapping and freezing 

apple pies on Saturday, October 31 beginning at 

9am in the kitchenette. Everyone is welcome! If 

you have these items, please bring a paring knife, 

apple corer, colander, and your cheerful self to help 

with this United Women in Faith project that ben-

efits our Mission Giving.  Lunch will be served.  

Tops Gift Cards can be purchased during Sunday 

morning coffee hour from 9-10am or through the 

church office during the week. Various amounts 

are available.  ~ Sales benefit Tiffany Window Res-

toration Fund  

Rada Cutlery (various prices) is available to pur-

chase through the church office. We will not be or-

dering any more cutlery so once we sell what we 

have on hand, this project will end. 

*** 

 
Meditation and Yoga as  

Christian Spiritual Practice 
We’re Back!! Breathe, stretch, and reflect. Mind, 

body, and spirit come together in meditation and 

yoga as Christian spiritual practice. 

The group will meet in October on the first and 

third Thursdays, October 1 & 15. We will meet in 

the Youth Room at 10am. 

*** 
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Operation Christmas Child: 
Baker Church will not offer a Shoe Box Ministry 

this year. Pray for the children near and far that 

God sees and loves. Blessings to all the lovely peo-

ple who made the effort so successful. Connie Tsu-

jimoto, and, for many years, Lynn Nowak. 

*** 

Thank you 
Dear Baker Community: We both were very 

touched and appreciative of the reception held for 

us following worship on August 30. Many thanks 

to the chancel choir and bell choir for their spon-

sorship of the event and to the people who put the 

reception together and prepared the refreshments.  

The refreshments were plentiful and delicious. As 

we transition to our new home in Ohio, we always 

will know how blessed we are for having formed 

the friendships with the Baker congregation and 

the wonderful experiences shared after more than 

four decades of membership.  

Warmly, Scott & Ardeen Schaefer 

Thank you: Judy B. would like to thank every-

one for the prayers, cards, and get well wishes 

while she was in the hospital and at home. Your 

thoughtfulness was appreciated. 

Judy would also like to thank the Hands & Hearts 

group for cleaning and sanitizing the Sunday 

school room. The difference is amazing and your 

work was much appreciated. 

*** 

GriefShare 
Find comfort and care to help you 

heal from your loss. 

GriefShare is a special 13-week Christian-based 

support group for people grieving the death of 

someone close. It’s a place where you can be with 

people who understand how you feel and the pain 

of your loss. At GriefShare, you will learn valuable 

information that will help you through this most 

difficult time in your life. First meeting is Monday, 

October 19, 2-3:30pm in the Chapel. The meetings 

continue each Monday through January 2026. 

Please call the Church office at 716-652-0500 or 

Sue Toft at 716-572-1142 for information and reg-

istration or with any questions.  

*** 

Baker Handbells 
The regular-year program is off to a good start this 

Fall!! We played in both August and September. 

As many of you are aware, Scott and Ardeen will 

be relocating to Ohio and so I would like to take 

this opportunity to recognize them, and to thank 

them for their many years of dedicated ringing, 

THANK YOU!!! You will both be missed. 

If you are interested in learning more about hand-

bell ringing and would like to try attending a few 

informal practices, please let me know! If there is 

enough interest, we could form a beginning group 

for us to learn and grow together! The current 

group has one practice every week on Wednesday 

evening, and we generally try to ring in a Worship 

Service once each month. 

Mark Your Calendars! Another local handbell 

group is performing two local Christmas Concerts 

in early December and Baker is hosting one of 

these concerts! Monday December 7th at St. Vin-

cent de Paul Roman Catholic Church in Spring 

Brook, NY – Concert at 7pm. Wednesday Decem-

ber 9th at Baker Memorial United Methodist 

Church in East Aurora, NY – Concert at 7pm 

I hope to see you there at one of these free concerts! 

A free will donation is happily and graciously ac-

cepted. 

Respectfully, 

-jim 

Jyork12@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

*** 

mailto:Jyork12@rochester.rr.com
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Falloween 
Our Falloween celebration is on Saturday, October 

24 from 11:30am-1pm. We are planning on a 

cookie decorating station, games for all ages, and a 

family photo booth. We are also looking for dona-

tions of small pumpkins that the children can dec-

orate and take home with them. We would need ap-

proximately 80+ pumpkins, so all contributions 

would be appreciated. Thank you. 

*** 

Prayer Requests: 
Long Term Illness – Bob, Nancy, Julie, Clay, 

Connor, Cathy, Edison.  

Health & Healing – Margaret Kuhl, Don, Angela, 

Liza, Linda Z, Luke W, Lou R, Karen S, Mary, 

Maeve, Paul, Brian D, Craig E, Michelle, Caroline 

M., Kelly C., Bill, Cathy, Carol M, Gary, Lindsay 

T, Charlie, Chris, Cami L& Amy L, Tim F, Sarah, 

Bridget, Shannon, Larry D, Melissa, Jeri, Kelly, 

Brian, Jennifer, Mindy, Lesley, Evan, Kyle S, 

Melissa, Carol W, Dillon, Emmett, Isaac. 

 


